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1743-1798

ROBERT FULTON
1765-1815

In the month of January,, 1743, at Windsor in the
State of Connecticut, a son was born to a farmer
named Fitch. The baby was christened John., and as he
grew to boyhood, he received the usual scanty education
of a poor boy of that time. John was a clever, adven-
turous lad., however. He had no liking for a farmer's
life, and at seventeen he went off to be a sailor. But he
soon tired of a sea life, and after a few voyages, he gave
it up and became a clockmaker and later on a silver-
smith. Then came the War of Independence. John
Fitch did not fight. Instead he became a sutler, and as
such he followed the American troops, selling food,
drink and other commodities to the soldiers and making
a small fortune in the process.

With this money Fitch bought himself land in Vir-
ginia, and sometime or other he must have taught him-
self surveying; for we next hear of him as surveyor for
Kentucky. Later on, when the war was over, he went
exploring in the north-west regions, his idea being to
make a map of that huge, unknown country. There was
no easy travel in those days. Much of Fitch's journey-
ings on this occasion was performed in a canoe, and as he
toiled up the rivers, often paddling against the current,
the idea came to him how much easier life would be for
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